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FORFAR CURLING CENTRE 
 
MINUTES OF AGM HELD AT FORFAR INDOOR SPORTS ON 20th September 2018  
 
PRESENTATION: 
Prior to the commencement of the AGM a presentation was made to “Cash for 
Kids” of the monies raised during the 2017/18 Curling Season. An amount of 
£1,110 had been raised from the following: 
 
Forfar Farmers Competition donations 575 

Scottish Police Curling Association 400 

Fettercairn CC 18 
Canadian / Scottish Court Evening 65 

Bar Collection tins 52 
 1,110 

 
Forfar Indoor Sports added a further sum to this total and Adrian White then 
handed a cheque for £1,400 to Carly Cargill who accepted the cheque on behalf of 
Radio Tay Cash for Kids and thanked the members and the Club for the donation. 
 
1. CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME:  
Adrian White, President, welcomed the assembled company to the 2018 FCCC 
Annual General Meeting. A signed list of the attendees was taken on the evening. 
 
It is not long now to the start of the Curling season and whilst a number of 
farmers are absent busy with the “tattie” harvest, there were 35 members 
attending representing 22 individual Clubs. 
 
2. APOLOGIES:  
The following members of our Centre tendered their apologies:  

Janice Walls – Dalhousie Ladies 
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Marianne Clark – Kirriemuir Ladies 
Ann Shaw – Forfar Ladies 
Jill Donald - Fothringham 
Jane McArtney – Letham Grange 
Duncan Menzies – Letham Grange 
Susan Skene - Glenesk 

 
3. OBITUARIES: 
The Secretary read out a list of Members who had died during the year 
recognising their contribution to their individual Clubs: 

Bruce Herald – Forfar CC 
  
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS AGM:  
The Secretary indicated that the minutes of last year’s AGM had been posted on 
the Curling Centre website for a number of months. He hoped these had been 
seen by members and that it was not necessary to read out the 9 pages of 
minutes. There was no dissent to this and the Minutes were proposed by Philip 
Ross, seconded by Chris Curnin and duly approved. 

 

5. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  
Adrian White reported as follows:  

• If you had the good fortune to participate in the Canadian tour, then I think 
you will agree it was one of the highlights of the season.  A lot of hard work 
went into the organisation of the tour visit to Angus Province and that hard 
work paid off with everyone having a great time. Thanks must go to 
everyone involved in the organisation – it was really appreciated. The result 
was positive for the Forfar based teams as they won 27-17 in the first 
session and 34-19 in the second, with only one of our teams being beaten. 
This was a great performance, although the Canadians did win at other 
venues, so took the Strathcona Cup home with them. 

• Forfar ice rink won the Maxwell trophy again last season which was a great 
effort from all who played in the games. We had a great time visiting the 
other ice rinks with the finals being played at Ayr in March. Forfar had a 
good result in the semi-final against Dumfries with 2 wins and a draw. The 
final against Ayr was very tight with 1 win, 1 draw and 1 loss, Forfar coming 
out winners by 2 shots. 

• Our Forfar Juniors have had another amazing season. Special mention 
should be made of Hayley Duff, Layla Al-Saffar and James Craik who have all 
performed well in National competitions. There are lots of youngsters 
enjoying the game and the first competition of this year is the U14 Slam on 
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6 October. Good luck to those playing in that and to all the junior players 
for the coming season. 

• I hope you all enjoyed the Awards Night that we held at the end of last 
season – our second year of the awards. The event seems to have taken off 
well and there were lots of votes cast by members. Congratulations to all 
those nominated and especially to the winners. 

• Over the summer, there have been a few changes made to the ice rink; 
some of these will be more easily spotted than others. Mike will give you 
more details later in his report, but thanks must go to him and the ice rink 
staff for giving us such a fantastic facility here in Forfar, which we can be 
proud of. 

• Curling in Forfar is very well supported with many people putting a lot of 
time and effort into supporting and developing the sport. Thanks to the 
Committee and all others involved for all their effort over the past year. 
There is always room for more members though, so please encourage 
friends and colleagues to come along and have a great time! The first Try 
Curling session is on 14 October at 13.20 – all welcome! 

 
6. FINANCIAL AND MANAGEMENT REPORT:  
Mike Ferguson (FIS Managing Director) presented the audited figures of the 
Centre for the year ended 30 April 2018 and spoke to the figures for the year 
which showed an overall small surplus of £1,204. 

• Income was under pressure with membership and ice bookings again 
showing a decline and reduced coaching income. Overall income was down 
by £3,214. The ice fees will remain the same for the coming year, but the 
longer term solution must be to attract more curlers and individual Clubs 
need to work hard to achieve this. 

 
Specific comment on expenditure was as follows: 

• The rental cost has been held now for 4 years, and the Ice management and 
administration fee was reduced slightly by £1,209. 

• There was a small reduction in ice making materials, and the mild winter 
resulted in overall energy costs continuing to increase.  

• As in previous years no repair costs have been allocated to the Curling 
Centre accounts. FIS have covered these expenses. 

• The Coaching Fund currently has an amount of £3.5k, after expenditure last 
year of nearly £2.5k on Club brushes, sliders etc.  

 
There were no further accounts questions raised from the floor. 
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Looking ahead to 2018/19: 

• One of the main fears looking ahead relates to increased utility costs of 24% 
for electricity and 21% for Gas. FIS is discussing with Scottish Curling and 
the Scottish Ice Rinks Association, with a view to lobbying the Scottish 
Government to see if some rebate of the high tax element of the energy 
costs can give relief to struggling curling clubs. 

• There is concern over reduced ice bookings and competition entries for the 
coming season. At present this shows approximately a £5k reduction in 
curling fees on last season. 

• There is no planned increase in ice fees. This will need to be monitored 
during the course of the season, and hopefully there will not be a mid-
season increase. 

• The major capital expenditure this summer has been the installation of LED 
lighting in both ice halls. A demonstration was given by turning on the 
lights, which were very bright and impressive. Reduced energy costs should 
make the installation cost neutral after four years. Additionally there has 
been new edging and a new Ice boss machine on its way. There have been 
new heaters in the bowling hall. Over the next few months the lighting in 
the bowling hall and in the Club lounge will be changed to LED lighting. 
Finally, new emergency lighting has been installed throughout the building. 

• FIS staff have tried really hard to accommodate individual Club’s ice 
booking requests, but there are still issues over Club’s demands, as the ice 
has to be utilised and yet at the same time FIS try and be fair to everyone. 
The season has been condensed by a week at the start of the season. 

• A lot of work has been done on the website which has been updated to be 
Mobile and Tablet friendly. All competitions and Club scores can be shown, 
which should eliminate phone calls to staff to find out scores. It features 
the Curling calendar, events, minutes, news items, picture gallery, honours 
board and Newsletters as well as the handbook and competition results. 

• A Members handbook has been produced which contains 26 pages of 
information and includes, etiquette, Competitions, Coaching sessions, 
Competition rules, Contact names of all clubs and Centre officials, and 
other useful data. This can be easily viewed via the website and can be 
upgraded easily. 

• FIS continues to make use of Social Media 

• The catering team comprises experience from the previous season together 
with some new staff and they are keen to serve all members and their 
Clubs – so please use them. New food options have been introduced.  

• The main focus for all Clubs is the same as the previous year – more curlers 
are required. Higher curler numbers mean more ice requirements. 
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7. COACHING AND DEVELOPMENT 
The report was given by Ian Young who outlined the following: 

• Another successful season with 3 Try Curling sessions taking place over the 
year. 123 Try Curling Participants took part being provided with follow up 
beginner’s sessions and these being referred to Virtual Club and/or Juniors 
for follow up. Their details were also passed to the Ice Rink to follow up the 
contact. 

• School sessions continued with Brian McArtney organising them. He saw 
over 1000 children on his school visits. A big thank you to Brian for all the 
work he did and for referring participants to Forfar Young Curlers. 

• The 2018/19 Try Curling and Coaching sessions have been organised, details 
are on the website and also incorporated into the new member’s 
handbook. There is a slight change this year as the Virtual Club sessions will 
be held at the same time, where possible. Meetings are being held with 
Provinces to encourage participation of Clubs. The purpose is to use up the 
ice better and encourage clubs to introduce new curlers. 

• The Development plan for 2017/18 was prepared and submitted to Scottish 
Curling with the majority of targets met. Based on the plan, funding was 
received from Scottish Curling of £1,000. The 2018/19 plan has been 
submitted and we are awaiting feedback. There maybe alterations required 
to the format following the Scottish Curling strategic plans being broadcast. 

• The Monday coaching sessions continued last year with Andy McGlynn 
continuing to head these successful sessions with the help of various other 
coaches. 

• The database of coaches is maintained and updated regularly by Lorraine 
Campbell keeping control of the development of all coaches – so thanks to 
Lorraine for all her hard work. 

• Brian McArtney is to head up the Group in the future following Ian Young’s 
involvement in the Area Standing Committee and the Scottish Curling 
Umpiring Committee. 

• Ian reported that Brian McArtney has taken up a new position as Vice 
President of RCCC. Congratulation to Brian. This news was warmly received 
and congratulatory applause expressed by everyone. 

 
8. FORFAR LADIES CENTRE REPORT:  
In Anne Shaw’s absence, this was given by Shirley Jeans. 

• The year kicked off as usual with a full house for the Breckenridge Trophy. 
The winners were Fothringham – skipped by Carolyn Nicol. We are grateful 
for Linda Breckenridge for donating and coming to present the prizes. 
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• In November, the Forfar Ladies Open Pairs were played, once again kindly 
sponsored by Colin M Smith, Electricals. The winners were Anne Shaw and 
Jo Fletcher; runners up were Sheilagh Macfarlane and Janine Wilson. 

• In December, the Henderson Bishop qualifier was won by Carolyn Nicol’s 
rink which included Anne Shaw, Lillian Carnegie and Louise Nicol, who then 
went on to represent Forfar at Hamilton where they had one win and two 
very close games. The hospitality was excellent and they enjoyed the 
experience immensely. 

• The West End Motors Honda – Forfar Ladies Open was played over two 
days in February. Thanks again to James Ewart for his continued support 
and sponsorship of this event. The winners were Jo Fletcher, Jill Donald, 
Alison Orr, Marie Adams. Runners-up were Sheilagh Macfarlane, Janine 
Wilson, Isobel Reid, Shirley Jeans. Third, Jennie Duncan, Barbara Oag, Gun 
Remahl, Norma MacKenzie (Aberdeen). Fourth, Marnie Ewart, Barbara 
Sherriff, Catherine Smith, Sandi Buchan. We are one of the few rinks who 
still offer a two day Ladies Open event, but our numbers for this event were 
down this year. There were 9 rinks entered (we had 10, but Kay Gibb’s 
team from Aberdeen could not play due to illness) – which meant 1 team 
was given a bye for each session – they were awarded 2 points, 4 ends and 
4 shots for the inconvenience. 

• Our season ended on a high with the RCCC Unders and Overs, sponsored by 
Bon Accord Soft Drinks, being played here in Forfar. We had 12 teams in 
two sections of 6 and played 3 x 5 end games. The winners were a Forfar 
rink of Mary White, Judith White, Elin Soutar and Anna Warden. Very well 
done to Mary and her young team. 

• The Ladies Evening League saw 8 teams competing and was won by 
Forthringham 1. 

• The Ladies Friendship League had 5 teams competing on Friday afternoons 
and the winners were Panmure. 

• In the Morton, after last year’s success, we came down to earth with a 
bump scoring only 2 points over all three meetings. Aberdeen went on to 
represent our area at Kirkcaldy. 

• As Forfar Ladies Centre representative, Anne Shaw has attended many 
Ladies Branch meetings at Scottish Curling in Stirling and kept us up to date 
with developments there. The RCCC are looking to change the title of Ladies 
Branch / Ladies Standing Committee to The Women’s Committee. 

• At the Ladies Centre AGM in March, all committee post holders were re-
elected for another year, and Anne thanked the Club representatives for 
their support. 
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• On this year’s diary, as well as all the usual competitions, we have two 
teams travelling to Perth to play against the Swedish Ladies, on their tour in 
October. 

• In the Henderson Bishop, we have once again managed to get 6 teams 
which allow us to hold a qualifier here in Forfar. The winners will travel to 
Stranraer to compete in the finals. 

• Thanks go to Graham and his ice team, Sandra and her catering team for 
their help with all our Ladies Events this year. Also thanks to Mike for his 
regular updating of the Ladies Section on the website. 

 
9. FORFAR YOUNG CURLERS REPORT:  
Ian Taylor was absent at the time of this report 
 
10. SCOTTISH CURLING REPORT: 
Tom Kirk gave the Scottish Curling Report 

• Tom has attended ASC meetings, Competition Committee Meetings, Grand 
Match Committee meeting and the recent Ladies Centre meeting as well as 
various local AGMs. Additionally he has been in attendance at various local, 
Province and Area competitions throughout the year. 

• The new Scottish Curling logo is the trading name of the RCCC. There has 
been a National Roadshow recently from Scottish Curling to present the 
Strategic Plan for the next four years – the one presented at Forfar on 4 
September was attended by approximately 10 members and was presented 
by RCCC Chief Executive, Bruce Crawford and their Performance 
Development Coach David Ramsey.  

• The RCCC AGM was held in Kelso on Saturday 16 June at the Borders Ice 
Rink. 

• Brian McArtney is now the Vice President of RCCC and Graham Lindsay 
from Perth is now President. 

• This season the 5 stone Free Guard Zone rule comes into play at all RCCC 
competitions after a vote at the AGM. 

• This year Forfar is hosting both an Under 14 and an Under 17 slam event, a 
Seniors Qualifier, the Rink Championship and the SCT Curl Fest. 

• The rules for all Area competitions have been revised and standardised this 
year across the board for each competition format. The spirit of curling has 
taken into account that games should be played where possible and curlers 
should not be sent home without playing a game. All Area competitions will 
be detailed on the FIS website. 

• Last year we again had late call offs and non-appearances of rinks, which in 
one case caused a full redraw to take place to enable all the remaining 
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teams to play each other. These issues could have been avoided with better 
and earlier communications. Communications upwards from Curler to Club 
to Province and Area and the reverse are crucial in all aspects regarding the 
organisation of all the competitions. 

• One of the aims of the Inter Province Competition was also to play a format 
to include mixed team competition, which consisted of Junior, Senior, lady 
and Gentleman. This competition is not a Club entry but that each of the 
four Provinces provides 12 players to play each other in a round robin 
format, the winner being the highest aggregate score for the Province. 12 
players from each province is not a big number required; 12 from 200 up to 
12 from 600 curlers. 

• The tour of the Canadians has already been covered, with Forfar, Dundee 
and Aberdeen all welcoming the visitors. The Swedish Ladies incoming tour 
is at the end of October this year – starting in Aberdeen and then to Perth. 
The next incoming tour is the USA Men’s tour to Scotland in 2022. The 
Scottish Men’s tour to Switzerland is in 2020. 

• This year there is a Curling World Cup; Suzhou, China in September, Omaha, 
USA in December, Jenkoping, Sweden in January and the final in Beijing, 
China in May. There will be 8 teams of Men, Women and Mixed Doubles. 
The Canadians had a clean sweep of all three teams in China this month. 
Scotland’s men were second and Scotland’s women 3= in the round robins. 
The overall prize money is US$ 775,000. 

• The World wheelchair Curling Championship is being held in Stirling in 
March 2019. 

• The World Men’s Championship is being held in Glasgow in 2020. 

• Fees next year are – £20 ordinary, £7 junior, £10 virtual ordinary, £3.50 
Virtual Junior. 

• RCCC are to remove all reference to “Made Curlers” from their database. 
[Post AGM note: - Since this meeting, it was announced that RCCC will 
archive all information which will be available to Clubs on request to RCCC 
office staff.] Any Club Secretary will need to go into their Clubs data on the 
RCCC database and make a note of these details if they wish to keep a note 
of these dates. On an observation from the floor, it was suggested it would 
have been more helpful if RCCC had provided the information to Club 
Secretaries, rather than individual Clubs having to login and extract. Tom 
pointed out that some 4,000 RCCC members do not have e-mail addresses 
on the national database. 

• As a “World First”, Scottish Curling is to trial curling for the deaf with the 
use of sign language in certain future competitions. 

 



FORFAR CURLING CENTRE CLUB: AGM MINUTES – 20/9/2018 

11. FCCC COMPETITION SEASON 2018-19 
Mike outlined some specific matters: 

• The new Competition rule for FCCC competitions introduced last year for 
late arrivals has worked well – 3 point maximum penalty for up to 15 
minutes late 

• Last years Opening/ Closing & Charity Bonspiels were well supported and 
worked well – more entries would be welcome. 

• The new Family Bonspiel was fun and worked well. This coming season it is 
being moved to 3 January 2019, which may attract some family curlers 
visiting over the festive season. 

• The 5 Stone Rule: Free guard zone rule extended to 5 stones for all Scottish 
Curling and Forfar Curling Centre competitions. This can help teams that 
are behind to defend better. 

• FCCC Swing & Sweep Competition is being held on Saturday 13 October – 
one more team required. 

• The SCT Forfar CurlFest (previously the Forfar Open) is being held on 4-6 
January 2019. More local rinks required, and a good opportunity to curl 
against other experienced curlers. 

• FCCC Doubles Competition – 22 & 23 December 2018  

• FCCC Points Competition – 3 March 2019 

• Local Clubs should support local Forfar Competitions and these are detailed 
on the notice Board and the FIS website. 

 
12. FCCC CONSTITUTION AMENDMENTS 
The Secretary intimated the minor changes proposed were circulated with the 
calling notice. Since circulation we had received some suggested amendments 
which we were happy to adopt and these had been circulated also. There were no 
further amendments proposed and the Revised Constitution was duly approved. 
 
Brian McArtney suggested that a sub-committee should be formed to keep the 
Constitution under review for any refinement going forward. The Chairman 
indicated he would look into this. 
 
 
13. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS  
The Office Bearers appointed last year remain in office. There were no other 
proposals from the floor, and thus the existing Office Bearers were approved to 
continue in office. 
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14. AOCB  
Some matters were notified by Mike: 

• Club Membership returns to Forfar Curling Centre are due by 30 
September, together with the subscription levy of £2 per member – to 
make sure all members are duly enrolled by the start of the season. 

• The Forfar Curling Awards have proved very popular. Thanks were 
expressed to Sponsors and a reminder to members to get involved and 
recognise their fellow Curlers. In particular, the Shot of the Month was 
receiving up to 10 nominations every month. Please fill out a form when 
you come off the ice – it is easier to look through video footage when it is 
recent. 

• Forfar is grateful to those organisations that sponsor and continue to 
sponsor the competitions held at Forfar. 

• Free practice ice for members on Friday 5 October 6-9pm. 

• It always astonishes what items are left in the changing rooms, so please 
remember to keep them tidy and take items away with you. 

• Edzell is holding a fundraising Social on Saturday 20 October (Panmure 
Arms Hotel). Other Club members would be welcome. 

 
Brian McArtney raised a matter as part of Child Protection Policy that 
consideration should be given to a notice in both the Ladies and Gents changing 
rooms to indicate –“No public Nudity”. 
 
 
15. DATE OF NEXT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The next AGM would be held on Thursday 19 September 2019 
 
End of Minute. 


