
 
 

FCCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES: 08/11/2016  

 

Minutes of Executive Committee of Forfar Curling Centre held at Forfar Indoor Sports 

on Tuesday 8th November 2016. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Adrian White, Chairman, Neil Smith, Ian Taylor, Ian Young, Shirley 

Jeans, Mary White, Lorraine Campbell, Ron Caithness (Acting Secretary) and Mike 

Ferguson. 

APOLOGIES: Rob Inglis, Secretary, Brian McCartney, Helen Smith. 

Mike released an agenda for the evening and the pack included the Minutes of the agm 

of our Centre held on 22nd September 2016. The opportunity was also taken to attach a 

copy of the Constitution and rules of the Centre. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF A G M: 

Quiz night: this has been postponed until the Charity Day in February as the originally 

proposed date coincided with the S C T Forfar Open. 

Club Xmas Party Night: Having taken the soundings of various Clubs, it was evident that 

there was little appetite for such an event and regrettably the proposed event had been 

cancelled by Mike on behalf of Forfar Indoor Sports. 

DEVELOPMENT: 

 The whole ethos of Development is effectively ‘More Curlers on the Ice.’ If we are to 

survive and thrive we must turn around the falling numbers of Club Curlers. It is fully 

appreciated that this is not an easy task as demographics reflect an ageing profile at our 

rink and likewise throughout Scotland. 

MARKETING: 

Effective Marketing of the sport will play a major part in seeking to redress the falling 

numbers and Mike feels we must maximise usage of Social Media to reach a new 

audience and attract new members. A campaign will be undertaken over the next 2 

weeks and this is a ‘Pay’ scheme through Facebook and will be undertaken by Mike 

through Forfar Indoor Sports. 
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Banners: 

New Advertising Banners (bright and vivid) have been introduced by Mike and he has 

found 4 prominent sites to date. He is seeking further sites particularly in the 

Montrose/Arbroath/Carnoustie areas where it is felt potential to capture new curlers 

abound. Attractive Car and Shop window stickers are also available for all members to 

display publicly. 

What’s on in Forfar/Angus: 

This is an activity group. We missed an opportunity in Forfar recently (but successfully 

undertaken by the Ice World Skaters) and we should look to maximise F C C  involvement 

in future activities ions to grow our sport. 

Events Table Flyer (In House): 

The Flyer will be used to promote competitions & events at the Ice Rink e.g. Hat Games, 

Graham Arnot Bonspiel, ‘The David Pattullo Has Been’s Bonspiel’ and Charity Bonspiel. 

Friday Corporate Curling: 

30+ demographics are the target audience. A Brochure of ‘Pick and Mix packages (see 

pack for Draft brochure) sets out the financial mix available. Through the Corporate 

activity Mike is hopeful that this will open doors to developing new regular curlers to the 

rink. 

Local Club Campaigns: 

Clubs should look to hold their own campaigns for new curlers and FIS is willing to help 

with mail/door drop activity publications. Clubs should try to establish their own ‘Tool 

Box’ to help with their new recruitment drives. The lead should be taken by FCC in 

supporting and helping initiatives as this naturally supports our quest to increase our 

members. 
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Date for Club Meetings: 

It had been agreed previously that we should hold 2 Representative meetings per season 

and these have been agreed for 29th November 2016 and 7th February 2017. 

An agenda for the meeting will be drawn up and all present were asked to consider 

appropriate topics for inclusion. Getting everyone involved is key and will be the thrust of 

discussion. Mike indicated that he would like the opportunity to once again demonstrate 

the website available to all curlers. Still far too many phone calls when the requested 

information is available on line. 

COMPETITIONS 

Canadian/Scottish Bonspiel: 

 An excellent initial success and Mike is hopeful that the event will become an annual 

event with plans for 2017 already in place. (Golf is part of the Canadian itinerary but not 

an involvement with us.) The Curlers Court at the Ice Rink on Saturday evening was a 

great fun night for our visitors. 

NSL Finals: 

Attracted top rinks from throughout Scotland and the competition lived up to 

expectation. 12 rinks participated and we are ever hopeful of achieving a 16 team 

competition in due course. 

SCT Forfar Open: 

Once again top teams descend on Forfar this weekend (11/13 November) 

Some of the top girls teams have been withdrawn at short notice by RCCC/Institute to 

compete elsewhere and this is disappointing. Other teams have been found to ensure the 

competition is not disrupted. 

RCCC Ladies US Incoming Tour (Forfar 19th November): 

All organised by Ladies Centre and a packed day of entertainment is awaiting the visitors. 

(This obviously includes Curling !) 
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Charity Bonspeil (18th February 2017): 

Chosen Charity is Alzheimer Scotland – Action on Dimentia 

2 sessions of curling and we must ensure we can have most of our clubs participate. 

(Mike and Neil to lead on behalf of FCC) 

HAS BEENS (In memory of David Pattullo) Saturday 21st January 2017: 

David along with others was instrumental in creating and running the original ‘Has Beens’ 

bonspiel at Forfar Ice Rink. Committee considered it appropriate to resurrect in David’s 

memory (Initially one year) 

Mike will Chair a sub- committee to be joined with former participants in the event: Ron 

Caithness, Mary White, Charlie Binnie. Andy McGlynn will be asked to join as will 

Maureen (David’s Widow) but she may well accept a guest invitation only. (Maureen has 

the Trophy) 

RCCC SCOTTISH SENIORS QUALIFIERS/RCCC RINK CHAMPIONSHIPS: 

These events take place at the Rink and Mike asks for support in running the events 

primarily volunteers in on line scoring, Drivers, Raffle sales and general helpers would be 

greatly appreciated by Graham and his ice staff who have enough to do maintaining high 

quality ice throughout these major competitions. We should start seeking Raffle prizes 

between now for selling tickets during events. 

SOCIAL 

Hat Games: 

The Hat Games established last season attract a hard core 8/12 and Mike has asked that 

we push this competition from a social perspective. The packaged event (Thursday 

morning) allows for ice fees and a soup and sandwich lunch for £10. Get the message out 

to our members. 
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Charity Bonspiel and Quiz Night: 

Mike and Neil will lead. Need to push the event and the accumulation of donations 

throughout the season will help to achieve our target of exceeding last year’s figure of 

£1,000. Clubs to be asked to support and perhaps hold their own Bonspiel to give a 

contribution towards our chosen Charity. 

End of Season Dinner Dance: 

Let’s try and get it off the ground, every other ice rink has an end of season function to 

celebrate a successful season and so should we. Date fixed 1st April 2017 

Adrian White to lead with a sub-committee of Neil and others. 

A O C B 

Rules regulating curler participation in certain competitions: 

A discussion ensued regarding the rights and wrongs of curlers participating with certain 

teams in Ice Rink competitions. It was generally agreed that provided they are members 

of the clubs involved and operating within their Constitution and Rules there should not 

be a problem. There may be exceptions to the rule that affect The Virtual Club and Forfar 

Young Curlers but it was felt that any difficulties could and should be overcome through a 

quiet word. 

Child Protection: 

Lorraine raised the issue of New Legislation and the proposed action being undertaken by 

the Coaching and Development Group. Lorraine will submit a full paper for attachment to 

this minute. 

Coaching and Developing Grant Aid: 

Lorraine sought to have access to the funds (£300 GSK and £3,000 RCCC Development 

Grant) for appropriate costs of equipment and courses etc relative to the Coaching 

activities. A pro forma has been drawn up which will set out the justification for a claim 

against the funds.  
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The committee agreed to the proposed actions of the Coaching and Development Group 

subject to the Executive Committee granting approval on a case by case basis. 

F C C C Meetings: 

While Mike is technically not a committee member of F C C it was considered appropriate 

that he continues to attend and actively participate in the affairs of the Centre as they 

are so closely interlinked to his position as Director and owner of the Ice Rink. The work 

undertaken by Mike on behalf of the Centre is invaluable and his input in all aspects of 

the Ice Rink through our Centre must continue. Our Chairman agreed that this 

relationship is a mainstay of how we function as a committee and he was fully supported 

by the other executive members in attendance. 

Date of Next Meeting: TBC 

 

Minute Prepared by Ron Caithness in the Secretaries absence 


