
Forfar Ladies Centre

Annual General Meeting

Thursday 30th March 2017 at 11am

Strathmore Lounge, Forfar Ice Rink

Minutes

Present 

Shirley Jeans (Panmure, President), Betty Mitchell (Dalhousie Ladies), Isabelle Morrison (Dalhousie Ladies), 
Ann Kellie (Suttieside), Anne Shaw (Forfar Ladies, Vice President), Sandi Buchan (Lundie & Auchterhouse), 
Alice Lamb (Letham Grange, Treasurer), Marnie Ewart (Kirrie Ladies), Barbara Sherriff (Kirrie Ladies), Lillian 
Carnegie (Forfar Ladies, Morton Secretary), Mary Campbell (Forfar Ladies), Juliet Fletcher (Dundee Ladies), 
Moira Adam (Forfar Ladies) 

Welcome 

President Shirley Jeans welcomed the company to the Strathmore Lounge at Forfar Indoor Sports. 

Apologies

Alison MacDougall (Letham Grange, Secretary), Carolyn Nicoll (Panmure), Eileen Crammond (Kirrie Ladies), 
Gillian Duff, (Forfar Ladies),  Isabelle Reid (Panmure)

Minutes of AGM 2016

The minutes had been previously distributed and read by members. One correction was noted by Sandi Buchan 
– Page 1, Bullet Point 2, in the Presidents Report should read – 'The Forfar Ladies Open Pairs'. This amendment 
was made to the minutes. The minutes were then proposed and adopted as follows

Proposer – Ann Kellie 

Seconded – Sandi Buchan

Matters Arising

There were no matters arising. 

President’s Report – (Shirley Jeans)

Our competitions this year all saw healthy entries due mainly to the proactive cajoling  of committee members. 

Eight teams entered the Breckenridge on Monday 5th October which unfortunately again clashed with the 
RCCC Ladies Branch Bonspiel in Stirling meaning that Anne and I could not take part. 

Teams from Dundee, Dalhousie, Forfar, Kirrie, Letham Grange, Panmure and two combined teams took part. 
Thanks to all who played. 

The 'Maki Ups” team took the honours on the day, followed by Panmure in second place and Dalhousie in 
Third. 

The Maki Ups – Lillian Carnegie, Susan Skene, Peter Fiabane, Linda Stobbs 

Panmure – Carolyn Nicoll, Isabelle Reid, Tish Binnie, Anne Keddie.

The prizes were presented by Anne Steele whose family have supported this competition for many years. 
Thanks go to Anne and all the others who helped make the competition a success once again, by pulling teams 



together and organising the event on the day. 

The Forfar Ladies Open Pairs  were held on the 2nd November and were accidentally oversubscribed with 15 
pairs turning up to take part. Apologies and thanks to Isabelle Reid my partner for agreeing to step down and 
leave 14 teams.  The competition was played on the usual Schenkell system with each team playing three five 
end games. Winners were visiting team Liz Paul and Ann Maree Davidson. Runners up were Jo Fletcher and 
Anne Shaw. The results were very close with the top two teams being equal on Points, Ends, Shots Difference 
and could only be separated by the winners having 3 more of a Shots Total. Thanks to Colin Smith for once 
again sponsoring this event and to Jonathan for coming along  to present the prizes.

The Henderson Bishop was our next event held on the  29th - 30th November. We once again managed to 
reach the minimum number of 6 teams to allow a qualifier to go ahead in Forfar. This was won by  Sheilagh 
Macfarlane's  rink of Sheilagh, Janine Wilson, Isabelle Reid and Shirley Jeans who went on to represent Forfar 
at the finals in Kinross. 

West End Garage Honda - Forfar Ladies Open was played on the 15th and 16th February and once again 
saw a full entry of 14 teams. Five of the teams were visitors,  coming from  Perth,  Murrayfield  and  three 
teams from Aberdeen. The Schenkell system once again produced a thrilling final round with the game between 
Carolyn Nicoll and Jo Fletcher producing the winners and the Runners Up. 

Carolyn's team fought back from 5-2 down after three ends to win by 7 shots to 6. 

The prizewinners were as follows - 

1st – Carolyn Nicoll, Anne Shaw, Alison Orr, and Joyce White

2nd – Jo Fletcher, Jill Donald, Morven Bridges and Shona Kilgour

3rd – Liz Cairnie, Susan Skene, Jill Inglis and Alison Patterson

4th – Ann Maree Davidson, Liz Paul, Margaret Cairns and Anne Hewitt

Sincere thanks as always to James Ewart for his continued support of this competition. 

Thanks to Graham for helping with the scoring for both our Ladies Open and Pairs events and to his ice team 
for taking good care to ensure we had keen, well prepared ice for both events. 

Thanks also to Sheonagh and her  team for providing excellent catering on both those occasions. 

Forfar Ice Rink Competitions 

The Ladies Evening League had 8 teams competing again this year and seems to have been dominated by 
Fothringham who had two teams in the league, finishing in first and second place.

The Ladies Friendship League  still had only four teams competing, Forfar, Kirrie, Dundee and Dalhousie so 
they only had three games to play.  A few more teams are still needed for this league. Dundee Ladies won by 
one Shot Difference from Forfar Ladies.

Forfar Curling Centre Club  - I have attended many meetings of the FCCC Executive Group  this year, as 
well as the members meetings,  to represent the Ladies Centre and been invited once again to give updates and 
reports on our major events and achievements. I feel the closer involvement with the general management of the 
ice rink and other users – eg coaching and junior coaching convenors and province and area reps is a positive 
step towards collaborative working.



Finally there were 2 events this year which shone above all others for me - 

The first - The USWCA Tour in November was a memorable event for many reasons, and the list of thanks 
you's for this event is endless. I would like to thank all the ladies who helped from the early planning stages and 
got us off to a good start. As the year went on more and more people got involved – made suggestions, followed 
them up and made generous donations which helped create a great collaborative event. 

Thanks to our Home Hosts,  our players, and to all those of you gave your time and contributed in many other 
practical ways to help the day become the success it was. 

The many generous donations helped to soften the blow to the purse strings and they were all greatly 
appreciated. I have compiled a folder which gives a taste of the day in the planning and includes a few items of 
interest. I've also made up a photo record of the day which was made up from the photographs Emma shared on 
Flickr. 

Home Hosts were - 

Shirley Jeans, Tish Binnie, Carolyn Nicoll, Lillian Carnegie, Margaret Will, Barbara Sherriff, Joyce White, 
Jessma Lindsay, Isobel Keillor, Maggie Orr and Kate Murray

Teams Playing for Forfar were- 

Barbara Sherriff, Marnie Ewart, Maggie Orr, Sandi Buchan

Sheila Macfarlane, Janine Wilson, Isabelle Reid, Shirley Jeans

Carolyn Nicoll, Anne Shaw, Lillian Carnegie, Joyce White

Susan Skene, Jenny McGlynn, Anne Kellie, Lorna Anderson

And last but not least - 

The Morton was our crowning glory this year and I would like to thank Lillian Carnegie  for all her efforts in 
the planning, selection and  organising of the teams for each of the three matches and overseeing the difficult 
task of  selecting the players to represent Forfar in the finals at Kirkcaldy. 

I have to say as one of the players lucky enough to go to Kirkcaldy it was one of my best curling experiences – 
with such an exciting finish – it could not have been better, but I will leave Lillian to report on that in more 
detail.

Finally - many thanks to all the Ladies who helped in any way to make the last two years such an enjoyable 
experience. I know when I took over from Carolyn she said how rewarding and informative she had found her 
term of office. I now fully understand what she meant. You see how the inner wheels of the RCCC turn (or 
occasionally don't), you also find out so much about curling competitions, rules, the  history and what the sport 
means to curlers at all levels whether it be the new Try-Curlers or the Elite competition teams. 

I have met many more of our own Forfar members  and that in itself has been fantastic. 

Special thanks go to our Secretary Alison and Alice our Treasurer.  As both have very busy lives they  have 
taken the decision to retire from their posts this year. Alison has been a very efficient Secretary keeping 
everyone up to date with emails, corresponding with our Sponsors  and keeping very tidy minutes of our 
meetings.  Alice has kept a good watchful eye on our financial state of affairs in a year which due to the Tour 
was perhaps more challenging than others. 



Thanks also to Anne, our Vice President, for lending her support – especially through this very busy year. Her 
favourite phrase that I really appreciated was – 'What can I do to help?'

I will now pass you over to Lillian who has worked her socks off throughout the year to get the right people in 
the right places to bring off the successful challenge for the Morton Trophy. 

Morton Secretaries Report (from Lillian Carnegie)

Our first game was against Inverness and Shirley Jeans and I went along to pick up the Ladies from Inverness at 
Perth. After a quick lunch, battle commenced. With two wins and one loss Forfar was off to a good start. 
Nothing to do with telling them they would have to find their own way back to Perth if they won. 

Next game was against Aberdeen at Forfar and with three wins, that was 6 more points to add to our 4 already 
gained. 

Perth were next in line, at Perth, and with two more wins we were on our way to Kirkcaldy. 

The draw for the Semi-Final was against Lanarkshire and with scores of 7-3, 7-5 and 5-9 we had 2 wins to take 
us through to the Final against Kinross – The supporters in the audience went wild!!

After a short break for lunch and a chat with the opposition, battle for the Morton Trophy began against 
Kinross. 

It was all very exciting for the supporters in the stand but as usual the Skips were scratching their heads trying 
to work out the ice, but with 2 wins and 1 loss we had won!!! 8-5, 8-5, 7-8. 

Well done to all the ladies who took part in all stages of the competition and to the ones who were willing, or 
were bullied into going along to play in the final. 

Also a big thank you to the supporters who travelled to Kirkcaldy and gave moral support to the teams. I know 
the ladies did appreciate it, especially as some of the ladies had been in the team when Forfar last won the 
Trophy. Barbara Sherriff has now played in all three winning Finals for Forfar, an exceptional achievement. 

I look forward to lots of ladies putting their names forward for next year- but please remember that there is 
always the possibility that you may have to play at Kirkcaldy – but I am sure all the ladies who were there this 
year will tell you it was all very exciting stuff! 

Ladies Branch Report (Shirley Jeans)

RCCC Ladies Standing Committee Report

Ladies Branch have moved their meetings venue to Ochil House in Stirling as the RCCC head office has 
relocated to there. 

I attended almost all of the LSC meetings this year only missing one as it clashed with our Henderson Bishop 
qualifying rounds at Forfar.

Anne and I both played in the Ladies Opening Bonspiel at Stirling and the Priestfield cup in Perth. 

President Jan Howard and WCF President Kate Caithness recently appeared on TV at the Women's World 
Championship in Beijing where President Jan had the honour of presenting Bronze medals to Team Muirhead 
the Scottish representatives. 

She also attended the World Junior Ladies Championship in South Korea  where Team Jackson won Silver 
Medals. 

I have noted some of the items discussed at Ladies Branch which I think are relevant and of interest to our 



centre – but full minutes of all LSC meetings are available on the RCCC website.

At the March meeting - 

Ladies Branch Treasurer Gail Monroe is still looking for someone to share the burden of the merchandising. She 
is happy to stay on as Treasurer but finds it all quite time consuming and not able to spend the time needed to 
work with the merchandise. Ladies Branch funds currently stand at £9402. 

Gail,  as a member of the competitions committee has also undertaken to rewrite the wording for the Rule Book 
regarding the qualifying rounds of the Henderson Bishop and would be presenting this at the next Rules 
Committee meeting.

Gail also noted that there was confusion over the term International Fund as this is not actually used for Tours, 
therefore the  donations from Ladies Centres will now be identified as contributions. She then outlined the usual 
use of this fund and emphasised that it was up to LSC how it should be spent. The annual expenses are usually 
around £1000. 

Also at the March Meeting -  The  Unders & Overs

Extracts from the LSC October 2016 minutes

“A vote was taken and it was decided, unanimously, to accept Forfar’s bid for the Overs & Unders in 2017, and 
for Stranraer in 2018. There was discussion about the distance to Stranraer, but not everyone would be able to 
travel to the competition every year, so people could support it when it was more local to them.”

–due to communication misunderstandings a letter had not gone out to Forfar awarding them the competition 
for March 2017. It was now too late in the season to organise this. There was discussion whether it could be 
done in October instead but it was decided that it wasn’t practical. Shirley Jeans (Forfar) was asked to check 
whether ice would be available on a Saturday or Sunday towards the end of March 2018. Gail Munro could then 
confirm this with the Competitions Committee. This information has been passed to FIS and we await a possible 
date for next year.

Morton – (All items in italics are comments from the Ladies Standing Committee meetings )

Morton Format - “after discussion an earlier motion to consider moving the Morton finals away from Kirkcaldy 
was rejected and the committee agreed that the competition could only be called the Morton if it was held at 
Kirkcaldy.”

Morton  Rules  - “Shirley Jeans (Forfar) asked about the rules regarding seconds and leads, as they were 
struggling to find a lead, and whether someone who had played at second could lead. The Rule Book states that 
a second can only play lead in the Final if they have also played lead in one of the section games. It is possible 
to field only 2 teams and forfeit the third game, or offer all 3 places to the section runner-up. Kay Gibb 
(Aberdeen) suggested that this rule should be relaxed as numbers were dwindling as the previous year they were 
nearly unable to field 3 teams. Gail Munro stated from the Rule Book, that all disputes should be referred to 
Ladies Branch. “

After discussion FLCC felt we could support a suggestion from Sandi Buchan to relax the change of Leads and 
Seconds but not Skips and Thirds. Marnie Ewart also suggested that players could play in both positions during 
the qualifying rounds and this would sort the problem, however this would reduced the number of ladies who 
would have the opportunity to play. 

“Elspeth Bell (Border) asked if the sections would remain the same next year. This was confirmed unless there 
was any change in the Centres entering; Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) was unsure at this stage whether Aberdeen would 



be competing next year.”

 “Elspeth Bell felt that it was unfair that Border was in a section of 5 Rinks, and suggested that the section with 
the 5th team should rotate on an annual basis. Gail Munro stated that the pre-AGM meeting had always been 
known as the Morton meeting, so any proposals for change would be acted on at that meeting, however she 
suggested that each Centre discussed the section format. Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) asked that each Centre should 
also discuss whether the rules for the Round Robin be carried through to the Final. This could then be 
discussed in detail at the April meeting before the decision is made in May.”

FLCC  members were not in favour of moving the league of 5 around the different areas as this would lead to an 
excessive distance of travel particularly for Aberdeen and Inverness.

Swedish Tour 2018 – The Tourists will only be here for 10 days so as yet Forfar has not been included on the 
list of venues.  The tour will start in Aberdeen and I have offered to help them out with players from Forfar 
should they need them. 

Ladies Branch AGM 2017-  is to be held this year in Greenacres the home rink of President Jan Howard on 

Tuesday 9th May.

North East (Area 12) Rep (Report from Tom Kirk) 

Tom thanked us for inviting him to our AGM. The Area 12  AGM will be held in Forfar Ice Rink on Tuesday 

12th April at 7.30pm and everyone is welcome. 

The Royal Club AGM is at Braehead this year on Saturday 17th June . 

Competitions -  There has been an issue with teams pulling out of Area competitions at short notice and They 
are unsure how to deal with this as invoking penalties might put people off entering altogether. 

The City of Perth Ladies competition is shortly being held (31st March - 1st April) with some of the  top ladies 
teams competing. 

Mens Worlds are also due to begin in Edmonton, Canada – team Murdoch to represent Scotland. 

2018 Junior Worlds are to be in Aberdeen in 2018. 

There will be an incoming Canadian Men's Tour to Scotland in January 2018. 

The Europeans were very poorly attended this year and there were ticketing problems which saw seats sitting 
empty while the website said the tickets were sold out (apparently it was only the premium seats that were sold 
out). 

2018 will be an Olympic year and the Scottish Ladies Team Muirhead have already qualified.

Treasurer’s Report

Alice presented the accounts which had been audited by Colin Bowie to the members and explained some of the 
finer details. Included was a breakdown of costs for the American Tour visit in November. The costs for this 
came to £1386.58, however this was partly met by fundraising which raised £852.50, leaving £533.58 to come 
out of FLCC funds. 

The accounts once again show a Heathy Balance of £1428.23 with £525.43 in the current account and £902.08 



in the Deposit Account. 

The adoption of the accounts was proposed by Lillian Carnegie and seconded by Shirley Jeans. 

Election of Office Bearers

Shirley thanked the committee and ladies reps for the support she had had throughout her tenure as president 
and nominated Anne Shaw to follow in her footsteps. 

President – Anne Shaw Proposed by Shirley Jeans Seconded by Barbara Sherriff

Vice President – Janine Wilson  Proposed by Shirley Jeans Seconded by Anne Shaw

Secretary -  Shirley Jeans Proposed by Alice Lamb Seconded by Lillian Carnegie

Treasurer  - Carolyn Nicoll Proposed by Shirley Jeans Seconded by Ann Kellie 

Morton – Lillian Carnegie is happy to continue in post 

AOCB

• Centre Reps were reminded to notify Shirley Jeans (Sec) of any changes within their clubs.

• Shirley asked the ladies who had played , spectated or contributed in any way to the Morton 
Competition if they would like to celebrate the win by having a party! This was unanimously agreed. 
Lillian Carnegie agreed to co-ordinate the event. It was suggested that Forfar Golf Club might be a good 
venue as this would still support FIS which will be closed for the season. The date for this was set for 

Friday 12th May. 

• Morton  - a suggestion that team tops be bought for Morton teams. This is to passed to the FLCCC to 
discuss at their first meeting in August. 

Date of next Reps Meeting - 24th August  2017

Date of next AGM -   29th March 2018

The Meeting closed at 12.30 and Anne thanked Shirley for her work over the two years of her Presidency.


