
 
 
 

Minutes of Forfar Curling Centre 2nd Members Meeting – 2016/17 
Held at Forfar Indoor Sports – Tuesday 7 February 2017 

 
In Attendence 
FCCC Executive – Adrian White (Fotheringham), Neill Smith (Forfar), Mike Ferguson (FIS 
Director), Brian McCartney (RCCC Area North East Rep & Letham Grange), Lorraine 
Campbell (Dun), Rob Inglis (Edzell) 
 
Club Members – Jim McMillan (Angus Glens), Graham Smith (Angus Glens), Betty 
Mitchell (Dalhousie), Janice Walls (Dalhousie), Ewan Christie (Dun), Lindsay Taylor (Dun), 
Peter Walls (Fettercairn), Ann Galbraith (Fordoun), Andy McGlynn (Forfar), Moira Adam 
(Forfar Ladies), Jenni Brown (Glamis), Scott Ritchie (Kirriemuir), Eileen Cramond 
(Kirriemuir Ladies), Sarah Menzies (Letham Grange), Jim Menzies (Letham Grange), Alan 
Cairns (Panmuir),  Sarah Millar (Pitkerro).  
 
Apologies - Gillian Cairncross (Balcaskie), Ross Allison (Caterthun), Ron Caithness 
(Edzell), Steve Warden (Edzell), Mary Hepburn (Strathkinness) Braeknowe CC. 
 
Meeting Agenda: 
The focus of the meeting was on development and attracting new curlers to individual Clubs 
and a  Review of  FCCC plans for 2017/18 in advance of Club’s AGM’s. 
 
Regrettably Technology precluded the slide presentation from working 
 
Agenda Item Discussion Action (if 

any) 
Welcome Adrian White, President, opened the meeting and 

welcomed all attendees. He explained that the theme of the 
meeting was to encourage all clubs and all members to 
attract more curlers. 
There were a total of 23 attending representing 16 of the 
42 Clubs that use Forfar Curling Centre. 

 
 
 
 

Business 
Update 

Mike Ferguson gave a update on matters affecting Forfar 
Curling Centre. Some salient matters from his 
presentation: 
 
Ice bookings and projections 
1. Daytime ice bookings are up on last year 
2. Evening ice bookings are down on last year 
3. Weekend ice bookings are up on last year 
4. Overall bookings are down and this resulted in Forfar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Indoor Sports taking the decision to extend the 
weekend ice skating on sheets E,F & G to include 
Thursday evenings. 

5. With overall less ice bookings, the projected curling 
income 2016/17 is hoped to show the same levels, the 
lower ice bookings being offset by the higher evening 
ice charges. 

 
Club Memberships 
1. Overall FCCC membership is 60 down on last year, 

from the returns of the 40+ Clubs playing at Forfar. 
2. Clubs were taking roughly the same ice, so there is 

pressure on existing curlers to fill the ice. 
3. Falling Membership is not unique to FCCC. This trend 

is seen at other Ice Rinks. 
4. The membership reduction is the reason for the main 

theme of this meeting – to encourage Clubs to recruit 
more curlers. 

5. FIS intend to send out a Survey to every Member to 
seek their views on a variety of subjects covering both 
curling and the facilities. They are hoping for honest 
feedback – both positive & negative. Of the 900+ 
members FIS only have approx 600+ e-mail addresses. 

6. FIS are looking at various possibilities regarding 
Membership. The current Membership of FCCC is £2. 
Should it be increased and then offer “discount” 
dependent on the number of times the facility is used? 
They are looking at a number of options, but to help 
Clubs with their upcoming AGM’s it was confirmed 
there would be no change for 2017/18. 

 
Club Development 
Following on from Membership and Ice bookings, the 
focus moved to Club Development: 
• Realistically the target for new curlers is 35+ age 

group and looking at adults who have been used to 
playing sport – rugby, football, netball etc.etc. but have 
“retired” from these energetic sports but want to 
continue keeping fit. 

• Hopefully Clubs will incorporate action plans into 
their Committee discussions and then bring these to 
their individual AGM’s. 

• New members are likely to come from individual 
Club’s local communities, so local fairs, agricultural 
gatherings, Scouts, Guides, Round Table, WRI, even 
flowers shows are all target events. 

• There are aids available to assist Clubs – literature, 
banners, a curling demonstrator (indoor stones with 
“wheels”) that FCCC can provide and assist with any 
promotion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Coaching is still popular. Corporate events are being 
promoted. 2 already held and more are booked. FIS 
open to give Clubs “free ice” if they are demonstrating 
and introducing potential new members to curling – 
not to be abused! 

• Clubs could put their promotional material in Post 
Offices, Schools, Libraries, and Offices etc in their 
local communities. 

• Brian McCartney explained some of Letham Grange 
material of bookmarks and other promotional material 
and indicated Sports Scotland website 
[sportscotland.org.uk] as a good source about 
organisational and development aspects of running and 
developing a Club. 

• The FIS website is doing well with ”hits” and 
“followers”. There are twice as many ice skaters 
visiting the site than curlers. 

 
Competitions 
 

An update was given on the FCCC Competitions that have 
been and/or due to take place: 
• Graham Arnott: 3rd & 4th January 2017 went well and 

was considered successful. 
• David Pattullo Forfar Has Beens: 21 January 2017 was 

a great success. This will be continued in some form in 
future years, albeit this year was specific to the 
memory of David Patullo. 

• FCCC Charity Bonspiel: 18 February 2017. There 
were 14 teams taking part from Clubs and in the 
evening there were 8 Quiz teams. All very much 
enjoyed and a good social occasion. 

• Forfar Ladies Centre: 15 & 16 February. 14 teams are 
due to be taking part. 

• FCCC Points: 14 March 2017 (8.15pm) 
• FCCC Closing Bonspiel: 1 April 2017(1.20pm) 
• RCCC Seniors/ Rinks 3-5 March. Edzell & 

Fotheringham are the two Clubs that have qualified to 
play representing Forfar Rink. 

 
Clubs encouraged to respond to the Questionaire regarding 
participating in the Closing Bonspiel and taking a table for 
the End of Season Dinner on Saturday 1 April. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Club 
Presidents 
and 
Secretaries 

Social Events The Nominated Charity this year is Alzheimer’s 
Scotland: Action on Dementia 
Already fundraising is well underway. Following the 
Farmer’s Competition and the Has Been’s Competition the 
Charity Funds are well over £1,000. On top of this there 
are further amounts from the Charity Bonspiel and Quiz. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Annual Charity Raffle will commence shortly and 
already many prizes have been donated and can be seen on 
the table in the Clubhouse. The main prize being a large 
screen television. Tickets are being printed and will be 
available shortly. It is intended to send each Club 10 books 
of tickets for them to sell to their own members, friends 
and family. 
 
The draw will take place at the end of the season. FCCC 
has a relevant licence for this. 
 

 
 
Club 
Presidents 
and 
Secretaries 
 
 
 
 

Coaching & 
Development 
Update 

Lorraine Campbell gave a brief update. 
• The coaching sessions are well attended 
• Forfar has a good supply of coaches 
• Both Lorraine and Brian McCartney have attended 

RCCC courses regarding Child Protection legislation – 
Lorraine responsible for Forfar Young Curlers and 
Brian covering the Forfar Centre as a whole. 

• The work done by all the Club Coaches was 
recognised and appreciated by all the Members 
present. 

 

 

AOCB 1. Steve Wilson’s Retirement. A presentation will be held 
on Friday 24 February at 7 pm. Donations from Clubs 
or individuals can be handed in or sent to the 
Clubhouse. 

2. Brian McCartney pointed out the Grant Shield is being 
held at Forfar this coming weekend. Also the Inter-
Province competition is being held on Sunday 26 
March afternoon (Teams to comprise 1 man, 1 woman, 
one senior, 1 junior). 3 teams required from each 
Province. Ice at 12.50 and 3.10. 

3. Fees for 2017/18. With individual Clubs AGM’s 
mainly scheduled for April, it was noted that RCCC 
subscriptions would remain at £19, and FCCC 
subscriptions would remain at £2. 

4. It was pointed out that not all FCCC communications 
were being sent to the correct Club officials. This is to 
be corrected by sending each Club a form to indicate 
the current Club contacts. 

 
All 
Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Club 
Treasurers 
 
 
Club 
Presidents 
and 
Secretaries 

Next 
Meeting 

No date fixed 
 

 

 
 
 
 


